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It is important to reflect on how everyone, particularly stable staff and those working 
at our 26 racecourses, adapted to the challenges that the rearranged and quite 
unrecognisable fixture list posed. I wish to acknowledge the tremendous dedication, 
effort and flexibility shown by so many. This commitment went a long way in keeping 
the show on the road. 

We also recognise and commend our owners for their continued patience. Our first 
priority remains the return of owners to the racecourse and we continue to work with 
the Association of Irish Racehorse Owners and their representative Caren Walsh on this. 

The indications are that 2021 will be a very different time for us all. However, the 
foundations of the racing and breeding industries in Ireland are strong and I am 
confident that both sectors will be to the fore as our economy recovers from the 
devastating effects of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

And now, it is only right that we honour the many stars of Irish racing, both human  
and equine, in the following 10 categories: 

The members of the Irish racing media have been central to these awards from the 
outset and we thank them for their input once again. Their votes have determined  
the winners in seven categories which reflect Irish racing’s achievements across the 
globe since we were together at the awards’ night in December last year through  
to November 3 this year.

The winners of the Contribution to the Industry Award and the Irish Racing Hero  
Award are selected by Horse Racing Ireland and recognise individuals or entities  
whose overall work and achievements have and will make a lasting impression on  
racing and breeding in Ireland. 

Once again, we have asked racing fans to choose the Ride of the Year. Fran Berry has 
selected six nominees and members of the public have chosen and voted for their favourite. 

Thank you for joining us, wherever you are. I wish those nominated the very best of luck. 

Brian Kavanagh

Chief Executive

Horse Racing Ireland
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W E L C O M E
It is a pleasure to welcome you all to the 2020 Horse Racing 
Ireland Awards which has a very different look to it this year. 

We come together to honour outstanding achievement in our 
industry and at the same time pay tribute to all who adapted so 
well to the tremendous challenges that the year presented.

It came as a serious blow that the 2019/2020 National Hunt 
season was cut short, robbing us of terrific sporting occasions 
at Fairyhouse and Punchestown. We overcame a worrying 
delay to the racing schedule just as the 2020 Flat season  
was beginning and once racing resumed in early June, the 
resilience of this wonderful industry shone through. 

National Hunt Achievement
National Hunt
Point-to-Point 
Emerging Talent
Flat Achievement

Flat
Ride of the Year
Horse of the Year
Contribution to the Industry
Irish Racing Hero



Horse Racing Ireland is honoured to present this award which recognises an  
individual or entity whose overall work and achievements have made a lasting  
positive impression on racing and breeding in Ireland.

The roll of honour covers a wide spectrum of winners. In 2018, the award went  
to pioneering IHRB Medical Officer Dr Adrian McGoldrick, former trainers, the  
much-missed Curragh legends Con Collins and Mick O’Toole were recipients in  
2004 and 2014; current trainers Kevin Prendergast, Dermot Weld, Jim Bolger and 
Aidan O’Brien also feature on the list; while the Galway Race Committee were 
honoured in 2005 and Moyglare Stud took the accolade in 2012.  

To date, Michael Kinane is the only jockey to win the award. For his dedication 
 to his own profession, jockeys’ valet Dave Fox was the winner in 2008. From the  
press corps, Tony Sweeney and RTE’s Colm Murray, two men who did so much  
to promote the sport to a wider audience, were honoured in 2007 and 2010  
while last year, the award went to the hugely-respected Tony O’Hehir, as popular 
a winner as there has been. Commentator Des Scahill was a thoroughly deserving 
winner in 2015 and bringing the house down the following year was Mrs Maureen 
Mullins, matriarch of the all-conquering Mullins clan. 

2019

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

Tony O’Hehir

Dr Adrian McGoldrick

Aidan O’Brien

Maureen Mullins

Des Scahill

Mick O’Toole

Jim Bolger

Moyglare Stud

Dermot Weld

Colm Murray

Michael Kinane

Dave Fox

Tony Sweeney

Kevin Prendergast

Galway Race Committee

Con Collins
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CONTRIBUTION TO THE INDUSTRY AWARD 2004 – 2019

CONTRIBUTION TO THE INDUSTRY 
AWARD

2019 Contribution to the Industry Award Winner Tony O’Hehir with his son 
Paul and daughters, Fiona, Niamh and Gill
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NATIONAL HUNT ACHIEVEMENT  
2020 AWARD NOMINEES

CHARLES BYRNES    
There can’t be many more competitive handicap hurdles 
in the calendar than the Ladbrokes Hurdle at the Dublin 
Racing Festival and Charles landed a remarkable third 
consecutive win in the race at Leopardstown in February. 
Successful with Off You Go in 2018 and 2019, 7/1 
chance Thosedaysaregone was this year’s winner.

PATRICK MULLINS     
The winning-most amateur rider in Irish racing history, 
Patrick set another new standard when becoming the 
champion amateur rider for a record 12th time. Grade 
1 winners Sharjah and Faugheen counted towards last 
season’s winning haul as did his Grade 2 bumper success 
on Appreciate It at the Dublin Racing Festival.  

DARRAGH O’KEEFFE   
Darragh set a record of 45 winners when taking 
the conditional jockeys’ championship, one more 
than Jack Kennedy’s winning total in 2015/2016. 
Big winners included Cork Grand National success 
on The Gatechecker in November of last year and 
Everlastingpromise and Politicise at the Listowel festival.     

EUGENE AND MAXINE O’SULLIVAN  
(JOINT-NOMINATION)     
It Came To Pass bridged a 29-year gap for 
Lombardstown, County Cork trainer Eugene O’Sullivan 
when winning the St James’ Place Foxhunter Chase at 
the Cheltenham Festival. O’Sullivan won the race in 
1991 with Lovely Citizen, ridden by his brother William 
and this time his daughter Maxine was in the saddle as 
the 66/1 outsider scored a 10-length success.
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NATIONAL HUNT  
2020 AWARD NOMINEES

RACHAEL BLACKMORE   
Rachael’s association with the unbeaten Honeysuckle 
was the definite highlight of her year. She won Grade 1 
chases on Notebook and A Plus Tard at Leopardstown at 
Christmas and returned to the same course in February 
where Notebook was again a Grade 1 winner. Rachael 
won the Irish Champion Hurdle on Honeysuckle and the 
partnership followed up in the Grade 1 Close Brothers 
Mares’ Hurdle at Cheltenham. 

HENRY DE BROMHEAD    
Put The Kettle On and the unbeaten mare Honeysuckle 
were winners for Henry on the opening day of the 
Cheltenham Festival. The latter had earlier won the Irish 
Champion Hurdle at Leopardstown and de Bromhead 
also recorded domestic Grade 1 success with both 
Notebook (twice) and A Plus Tard. 

GORDON ELLIOTT   
Gordon saddled seven winners at the Cheltenham 
Festival in March and his achievements closer to home 
were equally impressive. He won four Grade 1 races at 
the Christmas Festival at Leopardstown and began the 
New Year with further Grade 1 success with Envoi Allen 
at Naas. Envoi Allen completed a hat-trick of Grade 1 
wins in the Ballymore Novices’ Hurdle at Cheltenham 
while Delta Work was the winner of the Irish Gold Cup. 

WILLIE MULLINS    
The champion trainer, Willie became the leading trainer 
at the Cheltenham Festival for the seventh time, the 
highlight of his week being the back-to-back success of 
Al Boum Photo in the Gold Cup. He won Grade 1 races 
with the likes of Faugheen, Sharjah, Chacun Pour Soi and 
Asterion Forlonge and big handicap wins came his thanks 
to Total Recall, Aramon and Cabaret Queen. 

PAUL TOWNEND    
A second successive win for Al Boum Photo in the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup was Paul’s 2020 highlight. He was 
the leading rider at the Cheltenham Festival for the first 
time with five winners, that success coming on the back 
of a Grade 1 double with Chacun Pour Soi and Faugheen 
at the Dublin Racing Festival in February. 



COLIN BOWE    
The Handlers’ award was first recognised in point-
to-points in 2008 and since then Colin Bowe has 
dominated the category winning his eighth title in this 
shortened season. The unbeaten Envoi Allen winning the 
Ballymore, Samcro winning the Marsh Chase and Ferny 
Hollow winning the bumper at the Cheltenham Festival 
showcased the exceptional talent being tutored at the 
Milestone academy. 

ROB JAMES   
Rob has enjoyed success on Shishkin, Topofthegame, The 
Big Breakaway and many other high-class performers in 
recent seasons. This season he picked up his first regional 
award when winning the Western award to add the 
Novice title he secured in 2014. In March, he enjoyed his 
first Cheltenham Festival success when scoring on Milan 
Native in the Kim Muir for Gordon Elliott.

MARK O’HARE     
Mark O’Hare enjoyed a wonderful career securing 
a Landrover Bumper, a Cheltenham festival winner 
and towards the latter stages of his career a notably 
successful connection to the Noel Meade yard. He rode 
a winner in each of the four decades in which he rode, 
beginning in 1999. He was Northern Champion in 2006 
and again in 2016 before riding a winner at Armagh 
point-to-point in 2020 to secure the feat of a winner  
in four different decades.   

BARRY O’NEILL    
Barry is becoming the dominant force of his riding 
generation within point-to-points. He picked up his 
first champion rider title in 2017 and secured his fourth 
successive title this season. He is the third winning-most 
rider in the history of the sport behind Derek O’Connor 
and Jamie Codd. 

POINT-TO-POINT  
2020 AWARD NOMINEES
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EMERGING TALENT 
2020 AWARD NOMINEES

DYLAN BROWNE MCMONAGLE   
Dylan only rode his first winner in October of 2019  
and is already established as one of our leading 
apprentices. He won three races on Baron Samedi  
and enjoyed notable handicap success on both Mighty 
Blue and Memyselfandmoi.  

SHANE CROSSE   
Shane rode his first Group 1 winner on Pretty Gorgeous 
in the Fillies’ Mile at Newmarket in October. He also 
enjoyed Group 2 success on Speak In Colours at the 
Curragh in June and rode out his claim with a treble at 
Leopardstown the following month. 

SEAN O’KEEFFE   
In only his third full season riding, Sean is one of  
the busiest of National Hunt jockeys and is enjoying  
no shortage of success in a most competitive sphere.  
He shared his biggest success to date with Gordon  
Elliott as they combined to win the Matheson Handicap 
Chase with Eclair De Beaufeu at the Dublin Racing 
Festival in February.  

GAVIN RYAN   
The champion apprentice for 2020, Gavin rode his first 
Group race winner on Shale in the Group 3 Silver Flash 
Stakes at Leopardstown and scored at the same level  
on Current Option in the Concorde Stakes at Tipperary. 
He was the leading Flat jockey at this year’s Galway 
festival with five winners. 

JOEY SHERIDAN  
Joey had a day to remember at ParisLongchamp in early 
October when partnering the Tony Mullins-trained 
Princess Zoe to win the Qatar Prix du Cadran, his first 
Group 1 victory. He also enjoyed significant handicap 
and listed race success on the same horse and in addition, 
rode two listed race winners for trainer Denis Hogan. 
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FLAT ACHIEVEMENT  
2020 AWARD NOMINEES

KIERAN COTTER     
Kieran’s handling of A Step Too Far was one of the stories 
of the season, the four-year-old winning a remarkable 
six handicap races in-a-row. Her run of success began at 
Naas in July, she won twice in two days at Bellewstown 
the following month and then recorded three wins, 
including the Joe McGrath Handicap, in September for 
owner Sinead Dunne.  

SEAMIE HEFFERNAN    
One of the most successful Irish jockeys of all time, 
Seamie added to his remarkable big-race success with 
four Group 1 wins this season. He recorded a Classic 
double at the Curragh with wins on Peaceful and 
Santiago and enjoyed terrific wins on the superstar 
Magical in the Pretty Polly Stakes and in the Irish 
Champion Stakes on Longines Irish Champions Weekend. 

EMMET MCNAMARA     
Emmet plays a significant part in the backroom team at 
Ballydoyle and he enjoyed by far the greatest moment of 
his career when winning the Epsom Derby on the Aidan 
O’Brien-trained Serpentine. He gave the 25/1 outsider a 
brilliantly bold ride, setting a strong pace and racing clear 
throughout. He hardly saw another rival as he recorded a 
five and a half-length success.  

TONY MULLINS    
No stranger to success, Tony broke new ground with his 
terrific handling of Princess Zoe this season. The five-
year-old landed the Ladies Derby at the Curragh and 
followed up with two hugely significant handicap wins at 
the Galway festival. Returning to Ballybrit in September, 
she landed Listed Oyster Stakes and then gave Mullins 
his greatest day when winning Group 1 Qatar Prix du 
Cadran at ParisLongchamp on Arc weekend.

DONNACHA O’BRIEN   
Donnacha has made an immediate impact in the training 
ranks. Three weeks short of his 22nd birthday, he scored 
a first Classic success in the Prix de Diane with Fancy 
Blue, the first Irish-trained winner of the race since 1970. 
She gave Donnacha a winner with his first runner in 
Britain when landing the Group 1 Qatar Nassau Stakes 
and his first top-level success at home came when Shale 
won the Group 1 Moyglare Stud Stakes on Longines Irish 
Champions Weekend..   

DERMOT WELD   
Dermot was certainly the centre of attention with a 
fine Classic/Group 1 double on the second Sunday in 
September. In his own back yard, he landed a record-
equalling ninth success in the Irish St Leger with Search 
For A Song which was winning the race for a second 
successive time and he struck a blow for the Irish at 
ParisLongchamp where the thoroughly progressive 
Tarnawa gave him his first success in the Group 1 Prix Vermeille. 



COLIN KEANE    
The champion jockey for the second time, Colin’s 100 
winners during the season included a first career four-
timer. He landed his first Classic success on Siskin in the 
Tattersalls Irish 2,000 Guineas and added a second when 
Even So won the Juddmonte Irish Oaks. Further Group 
1 glory came when he partnered Champers Elysees to 
win the Coolmore Matron Stakes at Leopardstown on 
Longines Irish Champions Weekend.   

GER LYONS    
Ger reached new highs when recording a breakthrough 
Classic success with Siskin in the Tattersalls Irish 2,000 
Guineas. He followed that with a win in the Juddmonte 
Irish Oaks with Even So. Lemista, a three-time winner 
this season, won at both Group 2 and Group 3 level 
with Nickajack Cave also a Group 3 winner for him. The 
two-year-old Frenetic won four races while the likes of 
Amber Kite, Ecliptical and Maker Of Kings also added 
multiple victories in 2020.    

JOHNNY MURTAGH    
Johnny enjoyed his best season as a trainer, enjoying a 
terrific start to the term when notably sharing much of 
his success with a number of different jockeys. Champers 
Elysees was Murtagh’s first winner of the season in a 
handicap at the Curragh in June and she progressed 
through the ranks to land the Group 1 Matron Stakes at 
Leopardstown on Longines Irish Champions Weekend.  

AIDAN O’BRIEN    
Aidan’s season was highlighted by Classic success in 
Ireland and Britain with the fillies Love and Peaceful 
and the colts Serpentine and Santiago adding to his 
remarkable career success.  Magical starred with wins in 
the Pretty Polly Stakes, the Tattersalls Gold Cup and in 
the Irish Champion Stakes on Longines Irish Champions 
Weekend while Mogul and Van Gogh were top-flight 
winners in France.   

JOSEPH O’BRIEN   
He enjoyed tremendous success, topped off by a first 
British Classic success with Galileo Chrome in the 
St Leger at Doncaster and a second Melbourne Cup 
triumph, with Twilight Payment. The two-year-olds 
Pretty Gorgeous and Thunder Moon also scored at 
Group 1 level, with Pista, Twilight Payment, Speak In 
Colours and Baron Samedi adding Group 2 wins as 
Joseph took second place in the trainers’ championship 
for the third successive year.  
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FLAT 
2020 AWARD NOMINEES



RIDE 1  
Rachael Blackmore   
A Plus Tard   
The Paddys Rewards Club Steeplechase  
Leopardstown  
December 27, 2019

RIDE 2  
Seamie Heffernan   
Magical   
Irish Champion Stakes  
Leopardstown  
September 12, 2020

RIDE 3  
Colin Keane   
Siskin   
Tattersalls Irish 2000 Guineas 
Curragh 
June 12, 2020  

RIDE 4 
Conor Maxwell  
Glamorgan Duke   
The Gaelic Plant Hire Leopardstown 
Handicap Steeplechase  
Dublin Racing Festival, Leopardstown 
February 2, 2020 

RIDE 5 
Gavin Ryan   
Saltonstall  
The Colm Quinn BMW Mile Handicap 
Galway 
July 28, 2020  

RIDE 6 
Paul Townend  
Buildmeupbuttercup 
The Frontline Security Grabel  
Mares Hurdle 
Punchestown  
November 15, 2020

10   |   2020 HORSE RACING IRELAND AWARDS

RIDE OF THE YEAR 
2020 AWARD NOMINEES



AL BOUM PHOTO 
For the second year running, Al Boum Photo made a 
winning seasonal reappearance at Tramore on New 
Year’s Day and went on to land the Cheltenham Gold 
Cup for Willie Mullins and Paul Townend. Only the 
seventh horse to win the race back-to-back, he was the 
first to do so since Best Mate’s second win in the race in 
2003.

ENVOI ALLEN  
Gordon Elliott’s charge added to four unbeaten starts in 
bumpers with four straight wins over hurdles last season, 
three of them at Grade 1 level. He built on success in the 
Royal Bond Novice Hurdle when winning the Lawlor’s Of 
Naas Novice Hurdle and maintained his perfect record 
with a taking win in the Ballymore Novices´ Hurdle at 
the Cheltenham Festival. 

HONEYSUCKLE 
The star mare in training, Honeysuckle remains unbeaten. 
She won four times in all last season, completing a hat-
trick of Grade 1 victories when adding to her success in 
the Hatton’s Grace Hurdle in the Irish Champion Hurdle 
at Leopardstown in February and rounding off the season 
when landing the Mares’ Hurdle at Cheltenham in March.

LOVE 
Aidan O’Brien enjoyed plenty of Group 1 success in 
2020 and an early contributor to his top-level haul was 
Love. She was quite brilliant when winning the QIPCO 
1,000 Guineas and was better again when taking the 
Epsom Oaks by all of nine lengths the following month. 
She put up another special performance to land the 
Yorkshire Oaks in August.   

MAGICAL 
Magical matched last season’s winning haul of three 
Group 1 races in another superb year. She’s a Group 
1 winner at three, four and five years of age, making a 
winning return to action in the Pretty Polly Stakes and 
then repeated last year’s success in the Tattersalls Gold 
Cup. She also landed a back-to-back success in the Irish 
Champion Stakes at Leopardstown where she beat the 
world’s highest-rated racehorse, Ghaiyyath. 
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HORSE OF THE YEAR 
2020 AWARD NOMINEES
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